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Vest ie ALS y / / 


x Ume Tsukimi is Eiko's grandmother and the head chief of the 


\ 


folks over at the small shops in the shopping district. \ \ 























A singer who is often seen in the club 
scene. She asked Eiko to sing in an 
event she's attending so she could 
use her, but Eiko ended up stealing 
her audience instead. 


{ Kurama Togano ) 
i} and the Kamogawa 
Shopping District 







The powerhouse shopping district that 
has won the entertainment competition 
every year. Kurama, shouldering his 
grandfather's expectations, will do 
anything to achieve victory. 







A rapper with overflowing potential 
With the help of Kongming, he 
overcame his past trauma and he's 
now back on stage. 


Tsuki no Mi temple. She invites Eiko to sing in the entertainment 
competition, watching over her growth. With herarethe old 











‘ oko Tsukimi / SSRN l : / 
CFites mother-Afterdivercing her Ume Tsukimi and the Kiyamachi Shopping Distich: 7 \ 
husband, she raised Eiko by herself — — 
P while holding down a job as a teacher 


eat acram school. She doesn't agree 
f& with Eiko’s dream of pursuing singing. 











~S 


Eiko takes on her mother, Shoko’s, challenge in order to cement her path 


in music! |f her new song, Flower Crown, can capture the hearts of all those who hear it, 
then her mother will accept her choice to pursue music. Kongming determines that the key 
to completing this song that focuses on sibling love lies in Eiko’s past. Thus, the two venture 
to Eiko’s hometown in Kyoto. There, at the town filled with memories between Eiko and her 
mother, Kongming and Eiko have finally grasped the hint to what the song is missing! 

The curtains open as the Five-District Festival finally begins! 
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MY COURTESY 
NAME IS 
KONGMING/ 








Zhuge Liang (Courtesy name Kongming) . 


tay fia 
The tactician of Shu. In 234 CE, Kongmin 






after which he was transported to;Shibuya, #/ 
1800 years in the future. There, he meets thes 
aspiring singer, Eiko Tsukimi; and appoints” 
himself as her personal tactician? &ey77/ 

































I’VE BEEN 
LOOKIN’ FOR 
7 A PART-TIMER 

















WHO CAN ° oe 
| KEEP UP WITH Eiko Tsukimi 
ME IN TALKIN’ 
T 
\ KINGDOMS. spn | 










Just as she was about to give up her 
dream of becoming)aiprofessional singer,” /\ 
Eiko meets Kongming on a fateful Halloween 
night in Shibuya. With the help of Kongming, 
her talent in music is steadily blooming. 













he owner of BB Lounge 
Quite the) Three Kingdom 
fanatic, hejis currently 
Kongming's employe : 
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cHaPTeR 4) The Five-District Festival Begins 




































THERE 
ARE A LOT 
OH? THIS MORE PEOPLE 
YOUR FIRST HERE THAN I 
TIME AT THE THOUGHT... 
FIVE-DISTRICT 
FESTIVAL? 








IT AIN’T 


AND THIS YEAR, = _NOTHING 


I HEAR THEY’VE 
BROUGHT OVER oN TO. THE GION 
sense FRon . : woe AND THE AO/ 
TOKYO! | ae FESTIVAL.* 
ALWAYS 
LOVED IT. 


*THE GION FESTIVAL TAKES PLACE IN JULY IN KYOTO AND IS ONE OF THE THREE MAIN ANNUAL FESTIVALS IN 
KYOTO. THE AOI FESTIVAL TAKES PLACE IN MAY AND IS ANOTHER OF THE THREE MAIN KYOTO FESTIVALS. 





THIS 
IS A BIT 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
I HEARD... 


HN 
V! ‘ 
IN 


ty 
f 

















at Thank you for 
.. the shopping I{N* oat waiting! The 
district pend | a= Five-District 
entertainment i z= Festival's 
competition 
is aGout to 
Gegin! 


main event... 






















The floats 
are going to be 
coming down the 
streets shortly! 
Please move off 
the streets and 
let them pass! 





















































Thank you 

for all of 

your kind 
cooperation! 




















Bringing oo. ; 
you live = — og Finally! 
commentary » The five-district 
are yours — festivals famous 
truly, the & ee entertainment 
Kinkira noe competition will 
Television ee soon Gegin! 
announcer, 2 li 
pe Kumazaki! 
Ayoto-born 
novelist, 
Kenji Sosaka- 











sensei! 


















lt really 
Goes feel 
like it’s 
settiing in 
as another 
Geloved 
local festival 
now, huh 


...and 
I Gelieve it 
has garnered 
quite a Git of 
attention. 


... the five 
participating 
shopping 
aistricts will 
6e competing 
onstage with 
2a wide range 
of acts. 























Sosaka- 
sense!l! What 
do you think? 
This will Ge 
the 45th 
five-district 
festival. 


Yes, quite. 
Especially the 
entertainment 

competition! 
In the recent 
years, the 
competition has 
Geen broadcast 
oniine... 


Speaking 
of the 
entertainment 
competition... 


To Oraw in guests, 
they! be showing 
off the results of 
their hard work on 
the floats coming 
Gown the streets. 





























a 6ey spot 
they want ta 
dominate, with 
all the tourists 

that pass 6y 
through the 
Ayoto station! 


Yes, 
this is it! 
[t's about 
to Gegin! 




















t 


“H Pah, ld (3 ‘4d {et ts i Hy 
Ths lewd | i | | 7 


Oh? Speaking 
of, were already 
seeing floats from 
those heated 
districts gather at 
AKarasuma street! 


The Kamogawa 
shopping oistrict 
and Suzaku 
shopping district 
floats are having 
a stare down right 
at the center! 





LE, 



























When twa 
floats clash 
and neither 
is willing to 
give up the 
street... 























... they'll battle 
ft out with their 
performances 
and the winner 
is decided by 
the audience's 
applause! 











The foser 
will give 
the street 
up and the 
float 15 
returned ta 
their base! 


Sri 














[t's effectively 
a Gatte for 
the frontlines! 
The foser must 
withdraw! 























Performing 
for Aamogawa 
is the taiko 
Grummer, Taiga 
Morososhi! 












OA! 
Looks like 
Aamogawa 

shopping 
Oistrict has 
taken the 





















Last year, 
he managed 
to win 
against a 
total of five 
floats _ just 
6y himself! 


I have 
to admit, 
Aamogawa 
really pulls 
out all the 
stops! 


i 
i 


Go ahead 
and cast 
your votes 
oniine, 
everyone! 


secon sos oa TES 
% 


Spt 


rising star, 


THA! 





first win! 


This year, 
Aamogawa'’s main 
stage features 
the female singer 
Who's all the rage 
with the young 
kids these days... 


Youngsters here 
to see /TIIA are 
already gathering in 
Groves over at the 
Aamogawa area! 


Will anyone be 
able to stop 
Aamogawas 

20-year 
winning streaka 
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al A re 
/ l/ | THE KIYAMACHI 


FLOAT COMING 


























































































































1S) |) )) TO KARASUMA? 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KIYAMACHI SEEMS 
THE CUNNING TO BE MASKING 
MANEUVER, THEIR MOVEMENTS. 
THAT I BELIEVE THEY 
KONGMING- HAVE HID THEIR 
es” FLOAT ELSEWHERE, 
AWAY FROM 
THE BASE. 


IN KANSAI DIALECT, -SAN 
IS.-PRONOUNCED AS -HAN. 


CURRENTLY IN 
OFTHE RESIDENTS SPEAK 
| IN-THE KANSAI DIALECT. 
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Oo 


YOU'D UNDERSTAND. 
©, 






























































IN ORDER TO HAVE 
MY GRANDFATHER 
ACKNOWLEDGE ME. 
IN ORDER TO BRING LIFE 
70. OUR HOMETOWN. 
TM NOT AFRAID, OF. 
PLITTING IN ALLITH 
EFFORT.I CAN 























TN THINK: THE © 
FESTIVAL 1S * 


USELESS AND 


‘UNNECESSARY, 
[RigHr 




















YOU ACTUALLY.: 











— 
Se 


IM NOTHING: 








-ee THEY’RE 
HEADING 
TOWARDS THE 
KAMOGAWA 
AREA THROUGH 
KAWARAMACHI 
STREET. 


I’VE 
RECEIVED 
INFORMA- 

TION ON 
KIYAMACHI. 





















































FLOAT ISN’T 
AT KARASUMA 
STREET, BUT... 

































































< TACTICIAN KONGMING 














$WASSHOI_IS)THE CHANTsTHAT, FLOAT 
CARRIERS.USE TO SYNCHRONIZE 
THEIR MOVEMENTS. Ke 





DESTINATION 
IS SHIJO 
KAWARA- 

MACHI/ 








STEAL THE 
KAMOGAWA 
GUESTS 
DIRECTLY. 


YOU’RE 
CERTAIN 
ABOUT 
THIS? 


WE CAN TAKE 
KARASUMA 
BACK AT ANY- 
TIME, AFTER 


THEY’RE 
NOT GOING 
TO COMPETE 
WHERE MOST 
OF THE RIVALS 
GATHER, IN 
KARASUMA 
STREET... 


LEAVE KARASUMA. 
HEAD TO KAWARA- 
MACHI STREET TO 
STOP KIYAMACHI’S 
FLOAT, WON’T 
YOU? 





16 


eee WANT 
TO TRY BUT MORE 
PLAYING ; IMPORTANTLY... 
WITH HIM ee 
FOR A BIT. 




















ALMOST AT 
THE KAWARA- 
MACHI INTER- 

SECTION! 








--eYOU ARE A i 


\ 
































HEHEHEH... 
TAIGA MOROKOSHI 
OF THE KAMO- 
GAWA SHOPPING 
DISTRICT FIRST 
UNIT... 

















NOT LET 
YOU PASS! 





I AM THE 
REPRESENTA- 
TIVE OF THE 
KAMOGAWA 
SHOPPING 
DISTRICT... 


ee TOGANO/ 

















DON’T 

POSE / 
NEXT TO HEY: 
ME LIKE 


‘ YOU'RE 
YOU’RE 
EMBAR- __ THE 


FOUR BIG 
apt ha SHOTS! 





TEASING TOGANO 


a 


cHaPTER 2{3 Kiyamachi’s First Eloat 























Kiyamachi right there! 
has taken the _~ . = ft seems that 
battle straight = A \\ . Kamogawa 

into their ( \\ = : has engaged 
enemy's base ww) Y Nf 0) , \ Kiyamachi 
area... theyre soon a ie over at the 

at 2 terrible Moe SZ AKawaramachi 
disadvantage...! | - - 4 intersection! 


[ft fooks 
like theyre 
about to 
battle it 
out! 

















| l | | 


Performance 
battle... 


UDGE 


E 
N 
G 
A 
A 
A 
G 
E 
/ 


e 
e 


HEHEN... 
anEN 
TO MAE 
HE FIRES 
Te Et 























I’AM ZHANG FEI! 
‘COURTESY NAME, 
YIDE! 

















ly 
| 


NEPHEW 
OVER 
THERE/ 


iE 





COME HITHER, 

COME HITHER! 

I AM GUAN YU! 
COURTESY. NAME, 


ALONE FOR 
THOUSANDS 
OF MILES” 
FROM THE 
ROMANCE OF 
THE THREE 
KINGDOMS! 









YOU 
FIEND! 














1H Will HAVING tris 
NOT LEAVE 
UNSCATHED! Piece 
AS SWORN 
BROTHERS, 
YOU BETRAYED 





CAO CAO! 






IT’S A 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING! 
STAND 
DOWN! 




















THERE 
IS NO 
EXCUSE! 







































As people 
fave always 
said, nothing | 
can Ge more 
appealing 
than children 
and animals. 


But will that 


4e enough : A e iw | igs that 
to defeat , . ql st based on 


the Three 


AKamogawa2! 
Kingdoms 


















THAT... 


--eCAN- 
NOT 
BEST 
ME/! 





bitty 












Taiga 
Morososhi 
of the 
Aamogawa 
First Linit... 










... e's going 
to perform a 
180-degrees 
sit-up 
drumming!! 














































at those 
glistening 






sounding, 
explosive 
beats! 


wat OO © 4) 
ee a 

































































































































































synchronized 
art of muscles 
and drums!! 


ail if This is...4 true 












































definitely 


will the bar ta 


judge 














WE MUST | 
WITHDRAW 
AT ONCE! 
























































Before the 
Judge could 
even make 

the call, 

Kiygamachi 
has decided 
eo to withdraw!! 








Perhaps 
theyre trying 
to avoid having 
their frontlines 
pushed Gack! 
Why would 
they decide 
to leave?! 






































































Thank 
you for 
your per- 
formance. 















lS 






saa 





DONE WHAT 
WE CAME 
HERE TO DO. 
WE MUSTN’T 
GIVE CHASE. 
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(aaa 2 Soe 


















































.»eIT WOULD 
BE RUDE 
OF US IF 

WE DIDN’T 

GIVE THEM + sade 
SOME SORT : = 
OF PARTING 


Th 
fie i 


‘il 



















eco eereeorrerates 


VU UUHNERRUARADUULEEU ELUTE ELLE TELE : f Su 
a EAR Tr 


au t TH 









































WHAT _ | 
y te THE PATH TO 
e ph etl AX ; SHIJO OHASHI The performers Kamo- 
TO TOY WITH | Lay ) : HAS NO SIDE ers nei gale gawa has 
YOU ALITTLE | [//Z/!\) ROADS THAT way are the amoushed 
| s THE FLOATS twin hip-hop duo Kiyamachi 
LONGER, | CAN TAKE... who defeated a thei; 
BUT... number of floats Ie 
last year- escape 


Two Sisters! 


eeelN 
OTHER 
WORDS... 

































Kiyamachi is 
in a tight spot, 
having to 
face another 
match in quick 





FALL... 



































-»eKONG- Succession, 
MING- and this time 
HAN. against these 


tough sisters! 





QUITE 
THE CATCH, 
ISN’T IT...? 






















| AD KAMOGAWA 
5 


--elO OUR ALLOW 
SPECIAL GUEST, ME TO ARE NOT 








THAT WE HAVE INTRODUCE ae 
SUMMONED YOU... - 
ESPECIALLY , J [foe 





FROM TOKYO... 


















































-eeWHO HAVE 
INVITED A 
GUEST FROM 















































HOLD ON/ 
I SAID, 
HOLD 
UUUP/ 














THE 
RAPPER... 


--eSIR 
KABETAIJIN. 





..-L DIDN'T GET 
THE SPECIAL 
TREATMENT 
I SHOULD’VE 

GOTTEN. 


--eKABETAIJIN... 


Kiyamachi 
is playing 
on a whole 
different 
level this 





Could 
Kiyamachi 
have already 
predicted 
what Kamo- 
gawa was 
going ta doa 











THE THREE- 
TIME WINNER 
AT THE DRB 
MC BATTLE... 


Unbelievable! 
To counter 
Aamogawas 
ambush, 
Kiyamachi 
has set up 
an ambush of 
their gun! 














HE- 
HE- HEH... 
HE- 

HEH... 


= 
eee aes 
Bere 
5 











YOU REALLY 
ARE AN 
INTERESTING 
FELLOW... 


1 AAD .. D’VE HELPED ITS 

KOSHI... Te oll oo WIN THE JUST LIKE 
Til : \_ \| ENTERTAINMENT GRAND- 

COMPETITION. | FATHER 
SAID... 





BUT. IN ORDER TO 


I HONESTLY plane pe 
WASN’T 
AND BY OUR 


LOOKING 
ZORWARD TO HOMETOWN... 


A ONE-SIDED 
MASSACEE.... 





NOW THEN, 
KONGMING- 















































...WIith our 
second 





KONGMING, INSTRUCTING THEIR PERFORMANCE 













OA! 
We've just 
got news! 







The performer 
who intervened 
to pull Kiya- 
machi out of 
this _jam... 

















.../5 the 
three-time 
champion 
of the 
ORB ITIL 
Battle... 





wie ...the rapper | 
seed § From TOKYO, 
r Kabetaijin!! 








































































































































































































THIS IS x FIRST THERE 


SUPPOSED ies WAS KAMOGAWA’S 
TO BE A oie MIA, AND NOW THIS 
KYOTO ~ ‘ YOUNG LAD... 
FESTIVAL, FS , ANOTHER 
ISN’T IT? afte | SP oe Pe Al) (QO, TOKYOITE, EH? 





















Facing 
off against 
him is the 
constantly 
victorious 
Aamogawa 
second 

float... 




























































































































































.. the 
ig-hog 
Quo from 




















With 
their unusually 
technical rap, 
even professionals 
have high praise 


They truly for their work.. 


are a force to 
Ge reckoned 
with, having 
a/so won a 
freestyle 
competition 
in the past. 


I don't 
think I'm 
quite the 

level of 

being a 


















DA no, 
na. I just 
did same 

research on 
them far 
@ novel in 
the past. 


What sort of 
performance 


On top 
of being 
Singers, 
they are 

popular and 
charismatic 
models! 


They just 
released 2 
song the 
other day—to 
wide acclaim! 


Sosaka-sensei, 
you sure 
seem quite 
Knowledgeable! 
Are you 
perhaps... 

a fan2 









Last year, 
they a/soa 
won against 
a number of 
Floats with 
their lively 
rhymes! 








| This 















































The 
Kamogawa 
Two Sisters 
are egging 
Kiy agmachi’s 

Kabet aijin 
on with their 
freestyfin’! 





Hilaleta Ny 





not afraid to 
Challenge their 


champions, | 


Kamogawa! 





Ais specialty— 
freestyle 





— ee Ata | 
On this your | loss for | 
| stage, usual t——t another | 
We don’t No, attle! rothe | 
need 
prattle! 




















































a fair 
warnin g- 
that ice 


you're on 


is thin/ 


















































Hey, 
hey, hey! 
Kabetaijin 
with his 
three-year 
win! 






















































YOU 
GIRLS 
CAN DO 
IT! DON’T 
LOSE 
TO NO 
TOKYO 
RAPPER/ 














HAHAHA... | 
I DON’T 

FEEL Very | <7 

WELCOME , 
HERE... 




































































Your 

face, | re NY. SSG WHye| cert 
already AY N Al like in 
sick with > AY SS} person, 
frustra- 7 

tion! 






















Kamo- What 
gawa 
| victory’s 
: goodas_ we'll 









a 
OUr treat! 
win 


will be 















| 


Your 
Thank . iy | words 
you, . . woven 

but you | | to de- 

can take — || ceive... 
your 
leave! 











twins are 
a6solutely 


[t's hard 
to believe 


that they 
came up with 

those raps 
on the spot! 


I CAN’T | = ij ES : 
QUITE UNDER- "7 Did you 
STAND THOSE fs 

TONGUE- sb Anow: 

TWISTERS Those 


FAST 
TALKING... rT actually 





The 
I battle ain’t 
started, 
and you're 
already 
What a leavin’! 
disgrace 
with your 


rhymes all 
uneven! 


So | 
that’s 


Kabetai- why I’m 
Jin save — pore! 


you from 














| I am the 
4 unde- 
feated 
rap 
king, 


Never Kabe- 
cheated,  taijin/ 
by foe nor 
Kin! You 
ready? \ 





Your 
aimless 
rhymes 

Fillin’ 

help, and the air! 


your own IMR \\ | 2’ gonna 


lack of | 
flair?! 





Kabetaijin’s 
not putting 
a lot of 
thought in 
It’s fike fis words. 

this is tog 










atmo- 
sphere 










easy...or, 7 

rather, it's with 
like this one 
stage is 

not enough badass 





for him... 





At this rate, 
shortened | | if he won't 
their | get serious, 
name to Two Sis is 
Two Sis, J going to 


corner him. 





Guide the 


layital RTF 
tert’ [ ZRS 
ZANS ; 


Open your 
eyes! Look 
up high! The 
sky is blue, 
and the 





Hype 
up the 


festival! audience is 


Turn in view! 






































HH raat 
inferior / Cocky and 
rhymes childish! 


, 


worth You’re no 
the match 
nine TO for us! |. 


———————. 


discuss! r= 
| 











f 


I 





all so flashy pee d 
trashy! to us 
you're a 
y beginner! 


| Kamogawa WAC , ve | 
| fs \. telling | Tokyo 
png Kg O\ (ae the whole at. king 
ae : world, ’ 


Kabe- 
taijinP 























the 
a Festival! 
Ped ae Sy A iad 
tacle: | og |\ job! 

















Knock him 
down a notch!! 





I DON’T 
REALLY 


THAT 
TOKYOITE |y 


Kabetaijin , 
won't be J re’ That's 
Soasaka- 4) able to —aneys 
Sensei, ) counter can beat 
please | that rad that! He's 
settle | 
Gown... 


: done faor!! 


nowayhe ‘Mire! 





You've 
got 
skill, I’ 
admit 
that. 


il 


hi 














in le'S 
beyond 











heart ‘I/ 
beat 
sixfold! 


Historical 

















The 
laughter 
a 


| 
| 


Kinkakuji, 
the temple 
of gold/* 


Winning 
this 


would battle 


put me 


in the 
raddest I-— 
mood! 


ve en 


1S ae 














there's But I inn on 
Hothin’ = open my ho; 
DID THIS wallee "~~ ‘surprise, 
HAPPEN...: bu t | =and : surprise! 
aed inside | Thought 
I had 






air! 








THE AHOIENCE 


1S LISTENING TO 
KAGE’S RAP! 

































































































































































So I'll just 
enjoy this 
rap 
has 
made me 
a fan! 7 
Pn WW) Ad se 
son Gor T festival, {UL 
on ZA NESS “et | 
< MT ) “| put your the central ince 
and only : hands dancer! 
answer! up and 
ride the | 
wave! 








Oren 4 No time 
those 
Kyoto 
views! 


WK, (0 
THEY'RE Boos} 9 
CHEERING FOR \ (ll 
THOSE LAME 
RHYMES...? 








you, 
all! For 
|| || being my 
| muse! 

















STILL KEEP ,\ 
GOING? V 








THINK OF 
ANYONE MORE 


DEPENDABLE.»», 
YY 


I LIKED 
THAT ONE, 
TOO. 





EVEN AGAINST THE I EXPECTED 
TWO SISTERS WHO NO LESS. 
WERE CLEARLY 
SKILLED IN THEIR © 
TECHNIQUE... 
































WITH SUCH 
ADAPTABLE 
STRENGTH... 


THAT SONG 
I WANT WAS FUN 
TO LISTEN AND EASY 
TO ITEVEN TO UNDER- 
LONGER. STAND. 


Winner. 












































































































































THEY 
PROBABLY 
BRIBED THE 
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Im certain you 
two wouldn't 
have lost if you 
chose to sing 
instead. 9 












THAT WAS 
A GREAT 
MATCH. 





: DON’T LET 
I’M THE LOSS 
SORRY... BOTHER 
; YOU. 












Amazing! The 
past winners, 

the Aamogawa 
army, has fost 









































STILL GOT 











eae apis one of their 
‘\ | CONCERT units already! 
|\ NEXT MONTH, \~ 
| ANYWAY... 
















Kiygamachis 
two floats 














The tides 




















— sot will now be 
urned in facing off 
me Kiyamachi'’s g ea 
favor!! q Y 
Aamogawa's 
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y 
E 
u 
WN 
= 
q 


will Ge 
different! 


nt 
ae 
; 
= 
3 
























Taiga 
Morososhi-sun 















of Kamogawa’s Mow that 

first float Aamogawa 
will now have has fost that 

to face Kiya- Gout, the 


machi'’s twa 
: floats in 
— q battle alone! 


second fioat 

will be sealed 
off Gack at 

their base! 
















Having already 
faced off 
against several 
floats before, 
Morokoshi-sun 
is definitely 
left in a tough 




































































i 
BS GRA 
Or 
x 
mH 


= THISIS ey 


BAD... 





WE CAN‘’T 
LET THIS 
GO ON/ 


BUNDAI ETO 
(KAMOGAWA 
SHOPPING DISTRICT) 
EIKO’S CHILDHOOD FRIEND, 
KASUMI’S, FATHER. 

HIS FAVORITE WARRIOR 
IN THE THREE KINGDOMS — = 
IS SUN JIAN. : = Bae 
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ISAKEY VL SHIO 


_ Seen THE SHIIO 
LOCATION WE HAVE \ KAWARAMAGHI KAWARAMACH! 
70 PROTECT FOR —'|_INTERSECTION | INTERSECTION 
: JUST AHEAD... 


KAMOGAWA TO KAN 


















































GATHER A BIGGER oe 
AUDIENCE! oo 
Oo > 
KAMOGAWA 
BASE 
WE MUST | THIS 1S 
por | PREVENT JUST LIKE 
KURAMA- & -_ pass! a THE BATTLE 
KUN... a 
< pce © al f__* f ING AT ALL OF GoANOE 
SS - ee 6 = = COSTS! 
\ i uv 
\ oo , ) 
Pa Ne 4 y , 
a / 
we 

















































































Al AND KAI 










BOTH LOST [o. I 

BECAUSE OF already told 
THEIR PRIDE AS you-I forbid 

CHAMPIONS. you from 


using it. 


YOU CAN 
ONLY CALL 
YOURSELF 
THE VICTOR 
ONCE YOU 

WIN. 








I DON’T WANT 
THIS TO END 
WHEN I STILL 
HAVE MORE 
TO GIVE. 
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<= SS 
ROGER, NER But you 
SIR/ Sol s> A 
<S \e ave to 
. \ fs | win! 
f | \ 6 Te 
























































OAAAh! 
Aamogawas 
first float 
has taken 
a step 
forweard!! 


NIAAA Ny 














The 
champions, 


Aamogawa... 
...are 


challenging 
Kiyamachi'’s 


two floats 
to ga stand- 




































































ARE YOU 
SURE ABOUT 
THIS? 














i -/ * iar He 


HM? 
WHAT DO 
YOu... 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, WE HAD 
ALREADY WON 
THE MOMENT 
WE BOOKED 
MIA-SAN. 


WHAT HE’S 
ABOUT TO DO, 
MOROKOSHI 
THAT’LL WON’T BE ABLE 
LEAVE US TO CONTINUE . 


WITH OUR TO FIGHT 
THIRD- FOR US. 


AND FINAL— 


Ml 


MIA-SAN HAS 
A STRONG 
PRESENCE 
ON SOCIAL 

MEDIA. 


WE EVEN 
HAVE A SOLID 
30,000 VOTES 

ONLINE. 


THERE’S 
NO NEED 
TO WORRY. 


WE WON’T 
LOSE. 


ALREADY 
CON- 
FIRMED... 


--eWITH 
ALL THE 
GUESTS THAT 
GATHERED 
TO OUR BASE 
TO WATCH 
MIA-SAN... 


-- WE'VE 
ALREADY 
RECEIVED 

MORE VOTES 
THAN WE HAD 
LAST YEAR 
WHEN WE 















































































































































THAT’S WHY, 
KONGMING- 
HAN WAS 
RIGHT... 













ONLY WAY 
TO WIN 
- Pet - AGAINST 


DIRECTLY US... 
STEAL OUR 
AUDIENCE. 











-ee1TO TARGET 
OUR KEY INTER- 
SECTION WHERE 

THE AUDIENCE 

GATHERS, AT SHIJO 
KAWARAMACHI. 















... AND SUCKERING | | | 

INVITING — CHILDREN |] |||. I -» KIYAMACHI 
THEIR . Monae «||... CU YUST DOESN’T 
FROM : \ aA PAWNS TO GO 












































































































TOKYO AGAINST US. 
IS MORE 


THAN 
ENOUGH 
PROOF. 



























--eWOULD BE 
THE YOUNG THE ONLY 
LADY OF 
PERSON 
THE TSUKIMI 
; WE REALLY 
HOUSE WHO’S HAVE TO 
SUPPOSEDLY WORRY 
GOING TO 





BUT... 
CONSIDERING 
WHO WE’RE UP 
AGAINST, THEY 

PROBABLY 

HAVE ANOTHER 

TRICK UP THEIR 

SLEEVES... 











SING ON THE 
MAIN STAGE. 




















... fas Geen 
playing 
the tai4so 
non-stop 
for over 
20 minutes 


... the way 
he played was 
so intense, this 
performance 
was supposediy 
banned... 


Kamogawa } 
Waterfall! 





Unbelievable! 
Taiga 
Morokoshi oF 
the Aamogawa 
First Float... 


This is 
Just like 
what they 
showed us 
two years 




















But 

it’s still , 

.. the such an se pees 

cuteness impactful @ ot pi 
of children ferfor- cm BS we've 

simply Against GREEN yS «6seen it... 

cannot such an 

compete. 2 intense 
act... 














MPI : | bs. AS IEHES 
PERFORMANCE... |" _' ‘POUNDING 
COS Ae PZ a OUT HIS. 


I CAN PROCEED ON 0 AEA Ygz, ~: VERY SOUL. 
THIS BATTLEFIELD, Z Yeu ot 


S=_ 


ee OY Ys 
“$ 


Yi, 
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RRR RUS ROI RA RAR 














BEaeOAAL s mee : 
Semen y i : gett 5 panseeecee 
{SBASSBASOBSSSt 























We just 
got word! 








aoe 


SA 


WERGS 








RSS 





Kiyamachi 
Shopping 
Oistrict’s 

third 





.../& advancing 


rapidly towards 
the 5Shija 
Kawaramachi 
intersection 
at full speed!! 











SO, WHILE J 
..- THEIR FINAL THEY HAVE @ 
FORCESARE US STOPPED 
ATTACKING AT SHIIO 


FROM THE 
OPPOSITE PARE ET: 


| DIRECTION?! 









IMPOSSIBLE! THEY. 
——~. MANAGED, TO USE # 









| C40'S FAMOUS 
TACTIC FRO 
| THE THREE 
- KINGDOMS.. 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































peo KIYAMACHI ie 

FOOTAGE OF DOESN’T 

KIYAMACHI’S HAVE ANOTHER 

MAIN STAGE. PERFORMER TO 

USE AGAINST 

WHO’S 
ON THE 
FLOAT? 
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THIS WAS HIS 
DECEPTION AND 
SWITCH STRATEGY! 


7O THINK KONGMING 
WOULD EMPLOY CAO 
CAO’S TACTICS! 


-»eDECEPTION 
AND SWITCH 
STRATEGY!! 


.. WHILE CAO 


CAO HIMSELF = OIRECTED ZHAN XIW’S 
ATTENTION TO THE 
WEST GATE WHERE 


STRUCK 
THE THINLY 
GUARDED 
EAST GATE. 


“TT 


BUT WHAT 
CAO CAO WAS 
TRULY AIMING 
FOR WAS THE 

INCOMPLETE 
AND WEAKLY 
GUARDED 
EAST GATE. 


HE PURFOSELY 


HIS SOLDIERS 
GATHERED... 
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40440 


SPENT 
THREE DAYS 

AND THREE 
_ MGHTS 


| DEFEAT ZHAN. 
Xi, WHO WAS 
-HOLED UP IN 


_ _WANCHENG, _ 


48 


ATTACKING 


‘NANYANG, 
THE WEST _ 


me ee 


WEST EAST: =. 
. GATE GATE 































































































































































































































































































_..tAe 
singer from 
Kyoto, ElKO! 


[t's Eiko 
Tsuéimi-san!! 


...But it 
seems that 
they never 

actually made 
an official 
announcement! 


































































































According to 
the information 
we received, 
She should be 
performing on 
the Kiyamachi 

main stage... 





Unbelievable! 

The person on 

the Kigamachi 
float is... 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Z 


AND 
WATCH 


Oo 
Ou 
Yo 
wo 
“jy VU 
























































































































































Uys + 
4 wy oO 
0 
pbs Ss ii 
a 
nOmO 
woEKS 
SEES 
Epsien 
over 
Easy 
ey a 
Qe wu Ty 
i a ~. 
ESR ugTes y 
usonict 
cur gue ou 
UO, OES yD 
ih aa 
Wu LER 
q3 gb 
< 
pe eas, 
> / 
Hoe Ae ISG 5% 
ope geo Beye on. 
=, Hoe o wemae fi 
ie eee 
= yy c 
— S5Eto 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ait!! 





justa 
major 
should 
4nouwi | 





That one’s 
Everyone 








z wi 
ul 
G 528 
$3595 
ty tz 
eySw 
Q27~XZ 
x 

















cama mee 
siseweehs 


Xi 






THEY PULLED 
OUR ATTENTION 


70 ONE SIDE AND 
ATTACKED FROM 


7S CAO CAO’S ANOTHER... 
DECEPTION AND 
SWITCH TACTIC. 


/ 


sats 
pee 


: 


ACCORDING 
70 HISTORY, CAO 
CAO WAS EASILY 
ABLE TO STRIKE 

THE EASTERN 
GATE... 


Ss 
STORY! 


fe 

































































WE WILL 
NOT LOSE 
















HE 
TRULY IS... 
A RATHER 
STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD 
PERSON 
INDEED... 





































































































oo eKIYA- 

MACHI’S 
KONGMING- 
HAN... 






CHAPTER K) END 























All the people 
passing by in 











EIAQ-san, on 


Kiyamachi's 

the Kamogawa third float, 

area have has such a 
gathered one beautiful 





after another 
in front of 
her float! 


singing voice! 












CHAPTER &] Togano’s Secret Strategy; 





















J HAVE .. Gut 
GOOSEBUMPS... instead on 50 it seems 
gathering Kiyamachi 
votes over isn’t going 
here at to focus on 
the Shija their main 
Aawaramachi 
intersection! 


















_ MAYBE EVERYTHING IS 

WELL FINALLY T BARELY. PROGRESSING 

‘BE ABLE TO : , \ EXACTLY 
‘WIN THIS a | 7 LIKE THAT 


iyOul 
pe 


¥ 


WRE LISTENING, TO 
SING. SOMEWHERE, 


(ai 


a 








EWANT = THROUGH 
70 SEND MY - FLOWER 
FEELINGS CROWN... 


70 YOU. 








THEY’RE 
LATE, 
AREN’T 
THEY? 
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NOT YET. THE 
OPERATIONS 
STAFF HELD 
THEM UP 
DUE TO THE 
TRAFFIC... 


BEING SLOW 
IS REALLY 
THEIR ONLY 
FAULT... 


District Festival 
se ae cael iva 
Five-District Festlv 
eae Association Committee 





e-District Festival 

















THE THIRD 
FLOAT STILL 
ISN’T HERE 
YET? 


















































WHAT CAN 
I DO...? WE’LL 
JUST START 
FIRST... 


THE 
OPERATIONS 
STAFF...WE’RE 
PRESSURING 
THEM TO RUSH, 
RIGHT? 



































YES. THAT’S WHY 
WE PRIORITIZE 
THEIR SAFETY... 


OF COURSE. 
PLEASE DO 
CONSIDER IT, 
FOR THE FAIR- 
NESS OF ALL 
PARTIES... 













































































YOU'RE... } ]>>. >: ae EIKO-CHAN’S 


SINGING OVER 
AT SHIJO 
KAWARAMACHI 
RIGHT NOW! 


KASUMI- 
CHAN’S 


WHY 
DON’T 
YOU GO 
WATCH? 





ELL 
COVER FOR 
YOU! YOU 
SHOULD 


I’M TAKING 
CARE OF 
SOMETHING 
RIGHT 
NOW... 


I CAN 
CHECK THE 
ARCHIVES 
LATER. 
THERE’S 
NO NEED. 


i. THEY, LU 
THEN, THEY SET ——KeamOGAWaA’s FIRST. 


IKO/S FLOAT OVER 


O.THE NOW EMPTY 


INTERSECTION... 


INTERSECTIO 


FLOAT FROM THEIR 
WEAKEST; JUNCTION, 
THE: Tet malilelsnay 





IT REALLY IS 
JUST LIKE 
CHO CHO’S 
DECEPTION 
AND SWITCH 
TACTIC HE 
USED AGAINST 
ZHANG XIU IN 


BUT... 
THERE'S WANCHENG. 


MORE TO 
THIS STORY... 


Gs 0 eee 

1 AND We Fe LAE e) THE ENEMY 

THE THINLY [acute WN Ke 70 THe WEST 

GUARDED : =| x NS WW BN GATE... 
+ a: > 


nm 
EAST GATE nS ae 


WITH EASE, Rac OR Ce 










































































NEXT IS 
MY FIRST 
ORIGINAL 

SONG... 

















SNR 

. 
y 

SSN 


ey 
x 
ya Ms 


None 
ROSS SS Ss 
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it 





sige JAX |1\ CAOCAO'SARMY | AFTER 
rao caoe «ING | Was MET WITH % INFILTRATING 
STRATEGIES TACTICIAN...\ | RETALIATION FROM 
AHEAD OF 
TIME... 











































--e-FALSE 
SURPRISE!! 






Mh | TT | | 


Wf Ht 

















y) 
j = 






































— = 




























































































= ad 
: ..- YOU WELL: 
Isn't this... MANAGED DONE, - 
@ Clear 7O TURN TOGANO- 
obstruction a THE TAGLES a KUN mo 
of their Zz: AGAINST 
¢]) performance] pe K/YAMACH/...=\ 


We've .»-L WON’T ZI DON’T WANT TO 
received BE ABLE TO WIN THIS WAY... 
complaints of FACE EIKO _. ANB WHAT'S 

Aamogawa AFTER THIS! WORSE... 
completely 
interfering 

with the 
Kiyamachi 

perfor- 

mance... 





it is...they 
have entirely 
covered the 
Kiyamachi 
float... 
























I’LL GO 













ASK THE THIS WAS 
COMMITTEE TT eCELER 
PRESIDENT! BEFORE... 





IF IT’S 
PART OF THEIR 
PERFORMANCE, 
IT’S FINE, 

RIGHT? 


THEY HAVE 
EIKO-CHAN 
SURROUNDED! 


HOW LONG 
IS HE GONNA 
KEEP BEATING 

THAT DRUM 


Xd Se 
| | 
ome 
he 
ee aa ae ree, ORE IEEE) 
ZF CL 
== | = L 


WE CAN’T 
EVEN GO 
HELP HER 


S) 
Wh 


> 


Vy, 


4 


1 





I'VE 
ALSO HEARD . IT’S BASIC 
THE TERRIBLE WARFARE TO 
STORIES ABOUT ANTICIPATE THE 
HIM FROM MIA- ENEMY’S PLANS AND 
SAN HERSELF. oe | CREATE COUNTER- 
ey \ f> - STRATEGIES 
AGAINST THEM. 











SO, IT’S spy] our THIRD 
FINALLY ty | FLOAT HAS 
HERE... \ ARRIVED. 






THOSE 
ILL-MANNERED 
Ss" CHAK BUFFOONS, 
Sp— TRAMPLING IN 
1 CHAK OUR GARDEN... 
Ss! 






ji 



























...NEED 
A GOOD di) 
RAKING me 
OVER THE - "i 
COALS. | / 
di] : Ni i} ES Zz | 











i 
= 


MNS 


[ 


and last 
float. 


There 
Aamogawa 
strongest 
































able 
Aig. 
en 





The 
unsink 
battles 
“The 
Thousand- 
im 





Mow, theyre 
a symbol to 
the whole 
five-district 
festival! 


Indeed. /t appears 
the only one they 
can rely on getting 
the most votes 
would Ge ElAQ-san. 





... then 
Aiyamachi's 
strategies 
will backfire! 
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Thousand- 
men Hayashi 
has never 
lost before! 


/f ElAQ-san 
loses here, 
then Kiyamachi 
is going to 
suffer terrifty. 


Unlike the 
main stage, 
if they lose a 
float battle 













THEN MY MOM: 
WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO HEAR. 


WHAT DO WE DO. 





.. KONGMING?! 



















































































































































































OWNER, WATCHING ONLINE 


NO WAY! 
cna || Seeace | | £2888) 
SURPRISE EIKOOO! 
XU ON THEIR TACTIC?! 
SIDE?! HUH?/ ~ 


IF HE’S NOT 
GOING TO WORK, 
HE SHOULD 
JUST GO TO 
KYOTO... 


IS THAT THE 

DECEPTION 

AND SWITCH | 
TACTIC7/ | 





Dancing 
in center 

stage is 

Ayoto's 
very own 
Mitsuhide 


Theyre 
incredibly 
popular, 
from 


cor 


PIOoo/§ 


SRRNNNY / 
MQ é 


The 
has already 





started their |, 
performance! (| 





Traditional 
kag ura 
dancing : 
accompanied |} 
by hayashi 
music! 


A true 
mesh of : 
traditional | 
; 4 and lively 





THE 


FIVE-DISTRICT THOUSAND: 


PROBABLY TAN. FESTIVAL WITH- 
GONNA WIN. | ANt,| 
Ue ae [eNOn Fel our watcuine 
ST CE nt :| THE THOUSAND- 
\ MEN HAYASHI 














x ES 
al WERE 


In no time at 
all, a crowd 
/€ would Sf of people has 
definitely be no 5 gathered out 
exaggeration to : here, all ta 
call them the Z watch the 
true emblem of | g : Thousand-Men 
the Five-District ) 2 Hayashi! 
Festival!! LT 42 


RI 


ks 





3 
ly 


Per] 














KAMOGAWA 


TOTALLY INTER- | Aa 
CEPTED HER ray HOLLS 5] ~WANTED TO 


PERFORMANCE ae = <q WATCH THE 
ON PURPOSE. 1 UB ht 1 GIRL FROM 
DO THEY THEY’RESO AQ\ yup iri). ~84  KIYAMACHI 
REALLY DIRTY. CY th «| A LITTLE 
WANT TO : wT Nee LONGER. 
WIN THAT : : ree 
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.../& Still 
desperately 
drumming 
afong! All 
eyes in the 
audience are 
Glued to him!! 


THEY’RE 
KNOWN 
AS THE 

“UNSINKABLE 

BATTLESHIP”! 

THEY’VE 

NEVER LOST 


YOU’VE 
GOT A 
COUNTER- 
PLAN UP 
YOUR 
SLEEVES, 
RIGHT?! 
































APPARENTLY, 
EIKO-CHAN 
GOT INTOA 

BOUT WITH THE 
KAMOGAWA 
THIRD FLOAT! 


Let's turn our 
cameras back 
to Shijo street 


and see how 
things are 
going there! 








Taiga Morokashi- 
kun of the 
Aamogawa first 
float, who really 
Should've hit his 
limit ages ago... 









‘AND IN 
TURN... THE 
WARRIORS 

WILL PLEDGE 
THEIR 
LOYALTY.” 


BUT I WE 


OUTTA IDEAS MEETING 
NOW, HUH? BEFORE- 
HAND... 


ef << 
Sy 
g 


‘ SNe ‘ 
SS 

kK ¥ LES \ S 7 - 

S SS | 

‘ Ce i L 

\ SS Bae Ses A S 

i : AN ; 


“THE ART 
OF UTILIZING 
SOLDIERS...” 


EVEN THE 
SMALLEST 
SUCCESSES. TO 
REWARD EVEN 
THE SMALLEST 
ACHIEVE- 
MENTS...” 


IN SHORT... 

KAMOGAWA 

IS NOWHERE 
NEAR AS 
UNIFIED... 


TALKING ABOUT 
THINGS I CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND... 

















Has managed 
to impressively 
| complete his 
| performance of 
| the unending 

Taiko drum! 
The Kamogawa 
Waterfall! 

















Taiga 
Maorokashi- 
kun of the 
Aamogawa 
First Float! 


everyone! 
To the 
wave of 
applause! 









Friend 

or foe, 
nothing 
like that 
matters 





















...@veryone 
who heard his 
performance [5 
offering their 
praise! 









ur Zu 








What 2 
surprise! 
Kiyamachi 
has for- 
feited the 
match with- 
out even 
competing!! 








hal | (f (ON 
_ & = ee Wf 44 
ees sire ! >) v1 | Y 

a Va \N or \: 
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=QUggk gqoqoyak- -- 











































































































Though, 
Morokoshi-kun 
must 6e downright 
exhausted. /t will 
6e difficult for him 
to perform for 
the next while. 


.. mow fies 
in the battle 
that has 
GroKsen out 
at the Shija 


Aawaramachi 
intersection! 








TAIKO DRUM 
NEXT YEAR, 

























MISTEEER! 
THAT WAS 
SO COOOOL! 






Mow then, 
the Aamogawa 
versus Kiyamachi 
matches 
resulted in one 
win and one foss 
for Goth sides. 


CA Sl] ev AN | ) 4 
ui 
| 


The sey 

to either 

of their 
Victories... 





And the 
intense 
applause! 


Listen 
to the 
cheers! 











Aamogawa 
~aa Third Float’s 
completed of Ra < : é 
the Thousand- =) Mitsuhide 
Men Hayashi'’s 
‘First Dance”! 





J, 


... Aamogawa's 
strategy of 
surrounding 

.. that is their enemies 
a true ois- to seep 
appointment. them still... 














At this rate, 
Il get beat 
down before I 
can even sing 
Flower Crown! 










What 
do I doz! 


surrounded! 
I can’t run! 


Thousand- 
Men Hayashi +‘ 
is impressive 
indeed, Gut... 


As a symbol 
of the whole 
festival, we 
would've wanted 
to see a fair 
fight between 


AN 
AUDIENCE... 


is an audience 


As fong 45 you 
are onstage 
Gefore you...there 





y 
i 

3 
Mn 
my 
Sy 
a 
Mn 
my 


is only one thing 
left to do 





D 


He 





--e SURROUNDE 
BY ENEMIES 


LOOK 
CLOSER, 
MY LADY. 





Those 
standing 
6efore you 
are not your 
enemies. 





ee THE 
CROWD IN 
FRONT OF 
«ARE YOU... 
ALL PEOPLE, 
EACH WITH 
THEIR OWN 
HEARTS. 
THEY’RE... 


I’M..-A 
SINGER, 
AFTER 
ALL! 























EVEN WITH 
THEIR FACES 
HIDDEN... 








oe) )) a) /Cp Wa i’ 





































































me 
E SHE'S STILL 
{G 
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-- -WE’RE 
NOT HIS 
TOOLS/ 


.-oCAN WE GO 
BACK TO WORK 
TOMORROW WITH 
OUR HEADS 
HELD HIGH AS 
MEMBERS OF 
THE KAMOGAWA 
SHOPPING 
WE’RE NOT DISTRICT? 


DOING THIS 
BECAUSE 
WE WANT TO 
EITHER... 





ei 


Ww 
So 
TA 

RA 
ha 


IS THIS... 
REALLY 
RIGHT...? 


. A 


TOGANO-SAN 
FOR HIS HELP 
IN THE PAST, 




















SDMSYPMVO 






























































































































































































































































THIS 1S 
EIKO'S... 
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OR BG (OOF 
Pace. EE eas mand 















. SY 
[| WHAT...IS 
| | HAPPEN- 


ING? 



























































































































CHAPTER 62 END 109 






































I GET WHAT ——-— CS /T’S SO 
YOU MEAN THAT = DIFFICULT TO 
MONSU KIO KEEPS eee oe CONCENTRATE 
ORDERING US DURING THE 

AROUND. /T’S , THOUSAND-MEN 


SO ANNOYING. | HAYASH/ 
A PRACTICES... 











a] 





' > Sy IT’S GREAT TO 
HES JUST N SEE A YOUNG 


TOO FOCUSED rear 5 
ON WINNING. tg eae ee. 


THE FESTIVAL WAS : I MEAN, WE 
ORIGINALLY MEANT a ALL DON’T 
TO BOOST MORALE WANT TO 
IN OUR HOMETOWN... LOSE, BUT. 
IWSH WE COULD ALL -=————l — 
HAVE FUN PREPARING 
FOR IT... 





































































































...e has 
appeared on 


Aamogawas 
third float!! 


Kiya- 
machi's 
Aongming 
has Geen 
defeated 
already, 











MY APOLOGIES. 
THE SCENERY 
HERE IS JUST 

TOO SPLENDID. 


eel T’S NOT THAT 
WE’VE DECIDED 
TO SURRENDER 
TO KIYAMACHI, 
ALL RIGHT? 


YES, OF 
COURSE. 


WE JUST... 
REMEMBERED 
WHAT IT WAS 
LIKE... 








HEY, HOW 
LONG’RE 
YOU GONNA 
YA SAID STAND 
YOU’RE NOT THERE? 
GONNA BE 
HERE LONG, 


I GOTTA 
SAY THIS, 
THOUGH... 



































































































































































































































































































































--eWHEN WE 
HEARD TO 
HER SING... 


... Aamogawa'’s 
































“Ganner squad” 
meant to cover | What is the 
EIKQ-san'’s -- | | meaning of this7 
performance, =! 4 oye The moment 
suddenly tossed E/KAQ-san began 
away their Singing... 








Ganner flags!! 















































only possible 


explanation 

is that EIKL- Pidgin ciin 
san’s song Ss gimoas 
has moved unGeliev- 

their hearts! able... 

































































WE DON’T 
OWE YOU 
NOTHIN’ 


















































WHAT ARE 
THEY DOING?! 
DO THEY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT’S 
HAPPENING?! 


a— CN 


WHY DON’T 
WE GET OFF 
THIS THING 
ANDO GET 
CLOSER TO 


WE CANT’ 
ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 


MAKE SURE 
YOU NEVER 
WALK THE 
STREETS OF 
KAMOGAWA 
AGAIN’ 





/t appears 
to 6e orders 
directly from 
operations! 





judge has 
announced 
that this 
match 
has Geen 
voided! 





How can this 
happen?! All the 
performers on the 
Kamokawa third 
float...fas left 
their station and 
gathered in front 
of ElAQ-san!! 





fMlathing like 
this has ever 
happened in 
the history 
of these 
performance 
battles! 






























































































































































EVEN 
GHOSTS 
WOULD 
BE A MORE 
REASONABLE 
EXPLANATION’ 


OR... 
PERHAPS... 
THIS IS MY 
OWN LACK 

OF MORALS 

PR 





[rs 
NOT OVER 
VET iss 





























SONGS CANT 
CHANGE A 
PERSONS 

HEART!’ 





THERE ARE 
TRAITORS 
AMONG 
OUR MEN’ 








IN 
THE VERY 


WINNER 


WILL BE... | 


























A PLAN 
oy 
INTELLIGENCE! |// 
edo, BEING ABLE 
THE FAKE 
SURPRISE 
TACTIC, THEN 
COUNTERING 
WITH A COUP... 























WE ARE ON 
STANDBY WHILE 
MOROKOSHI-KUN 
RESTS UP. 


I SEE. THOSE 
NAMES ARE 
BEFITTING OF 
THE STRATEGIES 
EMPLOYED. 


HOWEVER... 







































































DECEP- 
TION AND 
SWITCH... 

FAKE 
SURPRISE... 


.. AND 
LASTLY, 
COUNTER- 
INTELL/- 
GENCE... 


KONGMING OF 
KIYAMACHI... 


M» IF 
IT ISN’T 
THE STORE 
OWNER OF 
TIGER CAGE 
PASS. 


HOW /S 
THE FIRST 
FLOAT 
FARING? 


THE 
PERSON WHO 
FLANNED THIS 

COUNTER- 
ATTACK ON 
KAMOGAWA... 


WAS YOU, 
WASN'T /T? 






























































.. PERHAPS, ee 
\DREAMER’S Eeag he ie 
HIGH” WOULD BE ; 


. .WERE ABLE 
THEN... 
TRULY FITTING... 


TO SHAKE THE 
MEMBERS OF 
KAMOGAWA AND 
RETURN THEM 
TO THEIR TRUE 
SELVES. 


























HE 
I KNEW /T. DODGED 


YOU JUST My QUES- 
CAN’T TRUST TION... 
A MAN WHO 
CALLS HIM- 
SELF ZHUGE 
LIANG! 























. LADY EIKO’S 
SONGS THAT 
ARE FILLED WITH 
HUMANITY AND 
HARMON*... 













































































BLENDING 


TOGETHER IN | 


HARMONY. 






















































































--e ALTHOUGH 
THEY WERE 
CLASHING AND 
FIGHTING JUST 
MOMENTS 


THIS MUST 
BE THE TRUE 
FORM OF THE 

KAMOGAWA 

THOUSAND-MEN 
HAYASHI. 








BOTH THE 
AUDIENCE... 
AND THE 
PERFORM- 
ERS. 
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TAKE A 
LOOK... 


















IT MADE US 
REMEMBER 
THE VERY 
SPIRIT OF 
KAMOGAWA. 


























































































THE 
MOMENT 

eel T WE HEARD 
FELT LIKE THAT GIRL’S 
ALL THAT SONG... 
FIGHTING 

WAS 
POINTLESS. 













GONNA BE 
eer A HUGE HIT 


GET AN 
AUTOGRAPH ONE DAY. 








--e COME 
BACK INTO THE 
KAMOGAWA AREA, 
AND WE’LL BEAT 
YA OUTTA HERE. 


OUR MATCH 
EARLIER WAS 
VOIDED, BUT... 


GO BACK 
AND SING TO 
ALTHOUGH I \} YOUR HEART’S 
MENTIONED | CONTENT AT 
WE’LL BE YOUR OWN 


HEADING TO 

















I SHOULD 

















TAKE MY LEAVE. 





WE’D BEST HEAD 



































































































































TOWARDS THE 








































































































MAIN STAGE. 

































































































--eWHERE 
WE’RE 
HEADED 
ISN’T OUR 

OWN... 






-ee}O THE 
KAMOGAWA 
’/< MAIN STAGE. 








--e-BUT TO THAT 
OF YOUR ARMY‘S 
SONGSTRESG... 
TO LADY MIA 
HERSELF... 





















































































































































WE WON’T YOU.../ 
LET YOU JUST 


THROUGH/ ‘CUZ WE 
GAVE YOU 


AN INCH, 

DON’T 

i iN NGI TAKE A 
| MILE/ 












































































































































THEN PERHAPS 
YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO ENGAGE IN 
ANOTHER 
PERFORMANCE 
BATTLE? 





























The Aamogawa 
third float has 
opened up 
the path for 
Kiyamachi'’s 
EIAQ-san 
without even 
engaging 
in Gattle!! 











... that 
can stop 
ElKAQ-san 
anymare!! 


THE KAMOGAWA 
THOUSAND-MEN 
HAYASHI 1S GONNA 
HEAD TO THE MA/N 
ROAD TO GATHER 


AN AUDIENCES 







eee 


TRUE, 
THAT WOULD 
BE QUITE 


EVERYONE. 





























H-Has 
anything 
like this 
happened 
6efore in 
the past2! 













































































YOU WANT A 
M THE SONG- 
THRILLING FOR |slh ON THE MAIN 





flow, there 
is aosolutely 


nothing in the 


Aamogawa 
ared... 





















































































THE REAL 


BATTLE TO SEE 
wlS JUST WHICH ONE OF 


ABOUT TO = Saye —— a) pias 
<a ! a THIS FESTIVAL 

BEGIN! ee pig hl G. 
sill ) j EXCITING, 









































































GET 
A HOLD 
OF YOUR- 
SELF/ THE 
FESTIVAL IS 
FAR FROM 
OVER! 























































I FEEL LIKE WONDERFUL 
I FINALLY "AH a 


MY LADY. 


FESTIVAL 


BATTLES 
DON’T 
REALLY 
MATTER. 





YOUR SONG 
HAS MOVED 
THE PEOPLE OF 
KAMOGAWA. 





ill 
ae il 
| - 









HEEEEY! 



















































































I WAS ON 
OF COURSE STANDBY 


I HAVE NOT THE WHOLE 
_.-MY FORGOTTEN. TIME, JUST 
COULD WITHOUT MING-SAN 
NEVER ORDERED! 
HAVE 
COME TO 
FRUITION. 





WITHOUT 
YOU, SIR 


YOU’RE NOT 
MAKING 
THIS UP, 
RIGHT? 
HAHAHA! 
YOU’RE 
BLUSHING/ 



























KABE, WE 
COULD 
NEVER 
---INTO THE MARCH SO 
KAMOGAWA OPENLY... 
AREA LIKE 
THIS. 


NOW, LET US 
PROCEED... 






eeeTO THE NEXT 
STAGE OF THE 
FESTIVITIES... 

















we 

















Lay 
x 
2 





= 
© 
x 
KX 
H 























cuapTeR @) MIA Intercepted 









Unbelievable!! 
The Kiyamachi 
floats have 










Their 
destination 























is the 
Aamogawa marched 
waiting main stage! Pal pais inta 
there for 2 namoagaiia 







Area!! 



























































... Ne famous 
singer who's 
captured the 
hearts of 
the younger 
generation... 
MlA-san! 
















_ LLL JUST / WE BARELY COMPLETED 
HAVE TO SING FLOWER CROWN IN TIME, 
WITH THE TEMP SO WE COULDON’T GET 


TRACK... 


According to 
the people, 
Aamogawa 
is the fan 
favorite to 

win this year, 

Just like all 
the others, 


The winner 
will be 
decided 
6y votes 
gathered 
live here 
and online! 


THE ARRANGEMENT 
FINISHED... 


The 
performance 
competition 
has reached 
its most 
exciting 








...Presentiy... 
the tables 
seemed to 

have shifted 
Vidlently in 
Kiyamachi’s 









... youve 
realy... 






We have a 
fost child 
announce- 





A young four- 
year-old Goy in 
@ denim jacket 


Q 
nN 
yuAct 
a8 3 
co 
Zoo 
npo 
“of 
Es 


matches 
this descrip- 














ie PORE DSRS 
OU. 
ROSES 


oe 
S OW oe 


DA 


PASE! 
es 


Ee foe 
a, LIS 


and Knitted 
hat has been 
found and is 
currently at 
the operations 
tent 


OTE wy Prortk 
ae is 
SSE. 


REL KATIE 
LO ISN SS 
NOS 


tion or if 
you are his 


guardian... 





ARE 
YOU REALLY 
SURE ABOUT 


ately. 
e 


i 


’T YOU 
HAVE TO GO 
CHAN’S 
PERFOR- 
MANCE 


.. please 
contact us 
immed 
DON 
LISTEN TO 


EIKO 


OF COURSE, 
I’LL GO 
WATCH WHEN 
I’M NOT SO 


BUT... 
I CAN’T 
RIGHT NOW. 
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1 























RETURNED HERE 


THIS 1S FOR fmm THERE'S N HE DOESN’T 

EIKO-CHAN’S HE OTHER CHOICE. HAVE TO ASK! 
SAKE! LION T, WANT OUR WHOLE 
TO GET,VIOLENT, FAMILY WILL 


wlé SUPPORT HER! 


























APPAR- 
ENTLY... 










































































ygessee™” 


“pomngppee. 
We Ks fo 


SA 


SS 


x 


Wserrerseg e 


fete 


\ 


rw 





She has 
hyped the 
audience 
up to 24 
fever 
pitch!! 





at [Tha-sans 
masterful 
performance!! 





Goodness, 
fot to learn. 


ft appears... 
I still have a 


TOO, 


, 








4 




















WAS 




















To think I'd 
Ge able to 
see sucha 
-quality 
perfor- 
mance. 


high 


{ 


t 


Ee 
HER DANCING, 
THE ACOUSTICS 
IM SCREWED. 


a 
5 
y 
' 
3 


E 
E 
3 5 
£0 
We 
n Ww 
LE 


acts, Gu 


u 
4 
x 
D 
Q 
ly 





RX OX my 


an xy 
f x 
nN 


.. Aer 
performances 
are Geyond 
what one 


would expect 
in a festival. 
THE TEMP TRACKI 


ROW) \y YO / 
SR YBOOY WOR 4 


AX “S ms, 








I can’t 
believe 
you got 

on that 
Loy ofa | 
stageto | 
compete | 
with me... 















Sq 


AN S 







should stop | > 

























thinking of 2 
this as some Seri — 
casual little here: 
fFestival//! 






T-TSUKIMI- 

SAN, DON’T 

LET IT GET 
TO YOU! 


HER WHAT 


IS MY HOMETOWN’S \ vabnely a 
FESTIVAL, I WAS 
TAKING EVERYTHING 
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!.WHAT A SHE PROVED 

HUGE GAP THERE 7O ME... 
IS BETWEEN 

A 220 AND AN 

AMATEUR... 











Y, 


4 THERE'S NOM 
WAY, SHE, LET aa 
: / 


APOLOGIES, 
MAY I COME 
THROUGH 


MY GRAND- 
DAUGHTER 
IS ABOUT 
TO SING, 
YOU SEE. 































































































































































































































































































Please, 
hF£ your 


[fs your 
turn to sing, 


IT WILL BE BUT A 
peaneees MATTER OF TIME 
° BEFORE THAT 
WHICH YOU SEEK 
LANDS IN YOUR 
HANDS. 


‘IT IS BEST 
NOT TO SEEK 
VICTORY ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD YOU 
ARE UNFAMILIAR 
WITH.” 























WHY’RE 
YOU 
WITH 


HUH MOM?! 
a 


--e-BUT 
THEY WE 


WORKIN 


EIKO-CHIN! 
FOOOOUND |= 
YOOOOOU!! | 


SORRY! 

I INVITED 
TAKUMI-KUN 
AND TOKA- 
RE CHAN, TOO... 


ALL NIGHT, 
SO THEY’RE 
SLEEPING 





WAIT, 
HOLD 
ON/ WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING?! 





I’LL GET 
THIS TO YOU, 
EIKO-CHIN/ 


-eeMAKE 
YOUR 


WAY TO 
EIKO- 
CHIIIIN// 


YOU’RE 





WE WENT 
AHEAD AND 
FINISHED 


.-- THE NEW UP... 


TRACK YOU 
SENT US 
YESTER- 

DAY! 


ZI SENT /T TO THEM 
SO LATE YESTERDAY... 
BUT THEY SPENT ALL 

NIGHT MAKING THIS 
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MICHIRU... IM... ALWAYS — 
TAKUMI-SAN... BEING SAVED — 
TOKA-SAN... BY THE PEOPLE 
AROUND ME... — 









































































































































SATORI-SAN... 
YOU WERE 
THERE? 


DLL PUT ALL 
HE GRATITUDE 





























i 


[=] 

r— 

Lad 
co 
Lad 
_— 
a. 
4 
4 
eo 





THE DAYS OR YORE IN KYOTO - SANJO OHASHI BRIDGE 






































THAT’S ONE 
OF MIA-SAN’S 
BELOVED 
KOHAI IN 
THE MUSIC 
INDUSTRY. 













SHE’S EIKO’S A 
GOT GUTS, JERK! 
MESSING UP 
MIA-SAN’S 
CONCERT! 













i I i 7 SN. a 








[SS 
leg 


ise: 
E> 


















































148 























































































































TSUKIMI- 
SAN! 
YOUR 

FACE/ 





WHENEVER I 


WOULD FREEZE 
HEARD MUSIC... 


BUT MY HEART 


SUCH A 
SCARY 
SCOWL 
ON YOUR 
FACE/! 


5 
< 
x 
3 
4 





YOU CHOSE 
MUSIC...YOU 





ARE YOU | SORRY... 
APOLO- / 


OVER YOUR G/ZING> 
FAMILY. 






























































THERE'S 
NO POINT /N 
USING YOUR 

WORDS TO 
APOLOGIZE. 





7 y;) WN) 

I KNOWI By yu 4 

DON’T HAVE Ci in I’M REALLY 
THE RIGHT SORR”.. 

TO SAY THIS, , 








..L DON’T 
WANT YOU TO 


BECAUSE OE UNEP 


OF SOMEONE 
LIKE ME. 





. WHO 
I DON’T 
WANT TO 
HEAR THAT 
FROMI/ 


i 


lu 


.- CHASING AN QZ FONT 
IMPOSSIELE WANT YOu 
7O WASTE 
YOUR LIFE... 
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THE ONE 
PERSON... 


























































































































HT 


it 
i Ht 


lity 
{ i 
nn 
H iN 





: Ff) 
: ~ eat 
ee \iusitl 

use | 














aN ) 

I CAN'T. LET YOU 

SS MAKE THE SAME 
—/ 

JMISTAKES YOUR 

FATHER DID. \\ 





AND THE 
AUDIENCE 
REACTION 
ISN’T GOOD 
EITHER/ 


I CAN’T 
IMAGINE 
HER EVER 
BECOMING 
A PRO- 
FESSIONAL. 


TSUKIMI- 
SAN, HOW 
DID YOU 
LIKE IT? 


--eDIDN’T 
FEEL 
ANYTHING 
LISTENING 
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THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 
I’VE HEARD 
THAT SONG, 
BUT...IT 
REALLY 
STAYS 
WITH YOU. 


=MHON]V|M 


E 
N 
Cc 
O 
O 
O 
R 
E 

/ 





... Li sing 
FAlower 
Crown 

one more 


/T DOESM’T 
MATTER 
HOW GOOD 
A SONG /S— 
THE MORE 
SOMEONE 
HEARS /T, 
THE MORE 
THEYLL 
GET SICK 


a: ih 


Na 


C 
MEEEER MY HEART 
WILL NEVER 
BE MOVED 
BY MUSIC. 



































QW .- am» ‘gu O- 
SV MOTAR AW PT 


LUimm... 
oay, 
then 
as an 
encore... 


SHE CAN SING 

ITA THOUSAND 

TIMES AND ITLL 
STILL BE THE 


SAME. 





combined 
with her 
singing 
voice, it 

draws out 
so much 





I can 

under- 
stand... 

this is 
a simple 











IT TWICE, 
I JUST 
KNOW IT/ 


crowd is 
cheering 


for another 


encore 
again! 





YEAH... 


THERE'S | | , 
JUST THAT | ji. | THISISA 
SOMETHING ig SONG ABOUT 
YOU CAN‘T ta FAMILY, BUT 
ALWAYS SEE, ||) \| THAT'S NOT 
EVEN WHEN | | 
YOU'RE : 
CLOSE... 


\ 
Go SHE MORE 
“Mlb SHE SINGS... 


PERFECTING 
YOUR SONG 
DURING A 
MATCH! 


ZI WON’T 
ACCEPT IT... 
IiL NEVER 
ACCEPT IT! 





LUA-LUA-LUA- 
Whaaaat2! 

This is the 

third encore 


of the day!! 


<MVHON]SM 


MAHON VSM 


E 
N 
Cc 
O 
R 
E 
/ 


! Evenina 

thing like festival... 
this is 

incredibly 











YOU 
ALWAYS 
HAVE 
PERFECT 
TIMING! 














HAHAHA... 
OH, KONG- 


ay ty 











D. 


I OION’T 
SHOKO, 
YOUR VOICE IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 


THINK YOU’D 
ACTUALLY 
VIN’ 

A FEELING 
I WOUL 



















































































tO 
EG 
SP 





LETS 
PERFORM 
TOGETHER 


AGAIN. 
EIKO, 


SPOUTING 
NON- 


_ Hp 





ILL HAVE My 
HANDS FULL 
WITH WORK 
AND TAKING 
CARE OF 


I COULD 
HOLD DOWN 
A REAL 


I KNEW FROM THE 
START THAT THE ONLY 
THING YOURE GOOD 
FOR IS MUSIC ANYWAY, 


TSUGUHIKO. 


SORRY! 
I COULDVE 
HAD MORE 
TACT’ 


BUT YOURE 
STRONGER AND 
KINDER THAN 
ANYONE ELSE. 























I HAVE TO 

GET BACK 

TO WORK 
NEXT YEAR! 


YOU CAN 
BE EASILY MIS- 
UNDERSTOOD 
SOMETIMES... 





/ TO REMEMBER... 
<> 
a ei 


-- IHATI 
WAS ONCE 
LOVED... 
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ON 
/ 



































































































































> “What kinda promise is that? This ain't something to be proud of, but the Argentina 
government hasn't kept a single promise they’ve ever made.” Eusebius lets out a hearty laugh 
after cracking a grim Argentinian joke. 

Guan Yu doesn’t respond. His lips remained closed and his eyes narrow. The air is heavy, as 
if the man is riding to war. Eusebius’s grip tightens around the wheel, his eyes glance over to 
the mirror, displaying the container sitting at the back of his truck. 

“So...was it something bad?” Unable to restrain his curiosity, Eusebius’s eyes dart back to 
Guan Yu. 

Guan Yu’s head nods heavily with purpose as his hand runs through his long beard. Then, 
ever-so slowly, he parts his lips. “It appears that some outstanding photographs could be 
taken there.” 

“Huh? Photographs?” 

As the words settle in his mind, Eusebius lets out a loud cackle. Those were words that he 
would never have expected to hear from such a serious man. 

“Indeed. The esteemed gentleman I spoke of wishes to see marvelous photographs and 
videos. I am most certain he will be pleased with this world’s famous falls.” 

“Are you gonna stream a video or something for him?” 

“T will be uploading a photograph to Instagram instead.” As Guan Yu spoke, the truck 
wobbled and rattled. 

It took two whole seconds for Eusebius to digest what he heard. But once his mind caught 
up to the unexpected reply, Eusebius howls with laughter. He slaps his hand against the wheel 
as tears begin to form in his eyes. “You’re hilarious!” Eusebius proclaims, his stomach aching. 
Despite being the driver, Eusebius can’t seem to calm the onslaught of hysterical laughter. 

“Everyone always laughs at me when I say this. But was it truly that funny?” 

“S-Sorry... ?m not laughing at you. It’s just...well, it’s nice, yknow? It’s great to travel with a 
goal in mind.” Eusebius replies with a bright smile still across his lips while he slams his hand 
down on Guan Yu’s shoulder. “Aaah...I laughed so hard my sides ache.” 

“T see. Very well, then.” 

“Yeah. I really think it’s great.” Eusebius nods vigorously as his hand travels back to 
the wheel. 


EXTRA 


GUANYUG@S 


( CHAPTER 2) 





0,000KM 


Tato Yotsuba 


> THE ROAD CONTINUES ON, seemingly endlessly. 


The path paved with concrete is dyed dark brown from the rain the day before. 

Guan Yu is sitting on the passenger seat, concentrating earnestly on the meaningless prattle 
flowing from the radio. The truck continues down the road, going a calm 37 miles per hour. 

“Hmm. Did you know that the Iguazu Falls are also known as ‘the Devil’s Throat’?” The 
radio show is currently airing a special feature on tourism. Eager to know if what the host is 
saying is true, Guan Yu turns to the driver’s seat. 

“They call it that ’cause the waterfall’s so loud it sounds like a demon talking, right?” 

“Oh? So you know about it.” 

“Yeah. But I dunno who first coined the name, though.” The driver, named Eusebius, gives 
Guan Yu a friendly shrug of his shoulder in response. 

Eusebius, in his late twenties, is an employee of a transport company. Perhaps it’s because 
the size is too small, but the company uniform Eusebius is wearing is not fully buttoned up. 
The company logo is proudly displayed on the shirt, and the sleeves are rolled up to reveal 
his muscly arms, tanned by the constant exposure to the sun. He looks just like any other 
normal, pleasant young lad. 

“Ts the Iguazu Falls your last destination? Are you goin’ back to China after that?” 
Eusebius’s blue eyes turn to Guan Yu. 

Sitting in the passenger seat, Guan Yu is towering at six and a half feet. He has quite a 
unique presence, with features of Asian descent and sharp eyes blazing like a phoenix. His 
face and lips are vibrantly red with life and his body is robust, covered in a thick armor of 
muscles, complete with his iconic beard flowing down from his face to his chest. To finish the 
distinctive look, he is donned in long clothes that resemble traditional Chinese robes. 

The image of him with his arms crossed, deep in thought, resembles a soldier from a 
period film more than a traveling backpacker. It is impossible not to be curious about this 
mysterious man. 

“T have promised a certain esteemed man that I will go on a journey and travel. Hence, my 
travels will not end with the Iguazu Falls.” Guan Yu replies in a tone of utmost seriousness. 

After leaving Chili, Guan Yu entered Argentina, passed by Cordoba, and stayed a night 
in Eldorado. Now, he makes his way to the world heritage site known as Iguazu Falls, a 


major waterfall. 


> Hearing Eusebius, Guan Yu proceeds to the connected store and buys a choripan— 
an Argentina staple of chorizo in a bun. 
“Hm. Not bad.” Although this was pre-packaged, it tasted surprisingly delicious. 
Eusebius takes a swig of carbonated drink to wash down the choripan as he says, “There’s 
an even better store in Buenos Aires.” 
With their hunger satiated, Eusebius returns to the truck and motions for Guan Yu to 
enter the passenger seat. But Guan Yu stays rooted, silent with his arms crossed. 
“What’s wrong? You didn’t like the choripan?” 
“No, that is not the issue.” 

Guan Yu runs his hand down his long beard and shakes his head in a calm manner. 
Perhaps he’s unnerved, but Eusebius’s eyes continue to dart from the container on his 
truck back to Guan Yu over and over nervously. As if he has finally organized his thoughts, 

Guan Yu gives Eusebius a small nod. 

“What are you hiding?” 

Although Guan Yu’s words were quiet, Eusebius’s body shakes violently as if he has been 
shocked by a surge of lightning. Guan Yu can see his bright blue eyes trembling in response. 

“What do you mean? I’m not hiding anything. You’re way more suspicious than me.” 
Eusebius jokes as Guan Yu’s sharp phoenix eyes narrow further. 

“What is inside those containers. You haven't killed anyone, have you?” 

“O-Of course not! Don’t make me out to be some kinda murderer!” 

“Tf not, then why are you so shaken, good sir?” Guan Yu takes a step closer to Eusebius. 


Having returned to the door of the driver’s seat, there is a good 30 or so feet between 


99d 


them. Despite this, Eusebius still freezes up at the 6’5” giant’s menacing aura pressuring him. 


“If you’re gonna keep joking around, I’m leavin’ you behind! Ya got that?!” Eusebius shouts 
back at Guan Yu. 

“Very well. I shall walk my way there.” 

Eusebius now feels as if an iron giant was rushing straight towards him. He is shocked 
silent, forced to back down. 

“A shirt too small for your body. Blood on your sleeve. The eyes that constantly focus on 


the container. I am forced to believe you must be hiding something.” 


> Guan Yu reaches for his backpack and pulls out a water bottle before taking a sip. 


“Eusebius, I’ve been meaning to ask you...” 

“Yeah? What’s up?” 

“There’s some blood on your shirt. Are you injured?” A spot of red is evident on the sleeve 
he had rolled up on his arm. 

Eusebius replies with a goofy laugh. “Uhh, well...when I was opening up the container, 
I smacked myself in the face and had a small nosebleed. It’s no biggie, compared to inflation 
and all that.” Again, he makes another self-deprecating joke about his own country as he 
shrugs it off. 

“Ts that so? Very well, then.” 

Guan Yu reaches forward and slips his water bottle back into his backpack. His eyes 
glance down to Eusebius’s shirt again before traveling back to face the scenery around 
them. Surrounded by forests on both sides, the path before them extends forward almost 
seemingly forever. 

A thought dawns on Guan Yu as he parts his lips. “Why don’t we stop at a shop when we 
pass by one?” 

“Ya need the bathroom?” 

“T feel slight hunger. Furthermore, I must repay you for letting me hitchhike in your truck. 
Please, allow me to treat you to a meal.” 

“Sounds great. We should be reaching a gas station soon. Let’s rest there.” Eusebius lets 


out a long, relieved sigh. 
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After the truck parks at the gas station, the two open their doors and step out of the 
truck. Guan Yu watches as Eusebius proceeds to speak with the attendant, before glancing 
over to the container resting on the back of the truck. 

After a quick discussion, the attendant approaches the truck, opens the fuel tank door, and 
begins refuelling. 

“The world has become quite convenient. Shu would probably have changed drastically if 
only we'd had petroleum. I’m certain Kongming would have found the most interesting way 
to utilize such a resource...” Guan Yu mutters as his eyes, filled with wisdom, trail down to 
the gas nozzle. 


“Guan Yu! They sell some stuff inside. Let’s go.” 


> 


“Eusebius.” Guan Yu calls his name. 

Like a bullet, Eusebius’s glance shoots up, tilting his head to face the towering giant. What 
Guan Yu sees is the face of a lost child, tears threatening to fall from the corners of his eyes. 

“Open the container and show me what’s inside. The one inside is still alive, is he not?” 

Guan Yu’s tone is gentle, like a father’s. Hearing his words, Eusebius’s arms fall to his sides, 


the gun lowered and pointing at the ground, before he gives the man a small nod. 


O 


Inside the container is a mountain of cardboard boxes, filled with food. But between the 
boxes is the figure of a man lying on his side, his mouth gagged and arms and legs bound. He 
is naked from the waist up, with a shirt resting on his body. 

Although he’s unconscious, he is very much alive. 

The man has dull, blonde hair and a face with clean-cut features. On his chest is a tattoo of 
a chain. He appears to be in his late twenties, just like Eusebius, and his name is Carlos. 

Guan Yu uses qigong to energize the man’s lungs, waking him. The injury on Carlos’s face, 
now red with blood, was caused by Eusebius. 

“Hm. I see. Unfortunately, he struck you at the right spot to knock you unconscious. But it 
doesn’t appear to be a grave injury. You will heal in due time if you clean the wound.” 

Carlos, now awake, looks over to Eusebius without even a shred of anger. Instead, he stares 
at Eusebius uncomfortably, his lips pressed together to form a thin line. 

With Guan Yu mediating between the two, the men look at each other reluctantly, forced 
to face each other. When Eusebius’s eyes fall on Carlos, his anger once again surfaces as he 
clenches his hands into two tight fists. 

According to Eusebius, Carlos had gotten Eusebius’s girlfriend drunk and brought her to 
his own home, where she’d spent the night alone with him. 

“Liliana was in tears when she apologized to me...then, I thought I’d teach Carlos a lesson 
and give him a good punch.” Eusebius glances over to Guan Yu before quickly darting his 
eyes back to glare at Carlos. 

“Then, you approached him during his work hours, struck him, and he fainted. Is that it?” 
Guan Yu calmly questions, running his hand through his beard. 

“Knockin’ him out was just a coincidence.” 


“Then why did you wear Carlos’s shirt and take his truck?” 


> “That’s all...just a coincidence...” 


“That shirt...it doesn’t belong to you, does it?” 

“Tf it’s not mine, then whose is it?!” 

“Open the containers and show me the contents, Eusebius.” Guan Yu’s low voice, filled 
with solid determination, reverberates in Eusebius’s mind. 

“T can't...that would mean opening up the products I’m supposed to be transporting...” 

“Very well. Then I shall force it open.” 

“Wait! Don’t!” 

Seeing Guan Yu step towards the back of the truck, Eusebius panics and pushes his torso 
into the driver’s seat through the open window and grabs something small and black from 
the dashboard. 

It is, without a doubt, a gun. 

Guan Yu scowls, staring at the weapon pointed at him. Perhaps it’s a stroke of luck, or a 
downturn of misfortune, but the container acts as a wall, hiding the two from the attendants 
and customers at the gas station. 

“Guan Yu, you’re a good guy. If you promise you'll disappear without saying another word, 
then I'll let you go. Okay?” 

Eusebius’s face is noticeably pale and his hand, gripping the gun, is shaking violently. 

He doesn’t look like someone capable of killing another human being. 

Faced with the gun, Guan Yu is unshaken. His expression doesn’t even twitch, as though he 
is being threatened with nothing more than a flimsy bamboo pole. 

“If you're trying to shoot me, then take a deep breath and don’t blink. Empty your mind. 
A gun can only fire forward. I can read the trajectory of the bullet. If you don’t hold back 
your drive to kill, then you will not strike your target. Although, your drive to kill is most 
definitely more than obvious.” 

Eusebius is at a loss for words. He wasn’t just surprised by Guan Yu’s absurd implication 
about dodging a bullet, but he was shocked silent by the sudden change of atmosphere 
surrounding the large man. 

“What you lack most...is conviction. The contents of that container must also have been 
the result of your impulse. Is it not?” 

As if he’s walking on water, Guan Yu approaches Eusebius in silence until all Eusebius can 
see is the towering man, looking down at him. He can feel the muzzle resting against Guan 
Yu’s solid chest. 

A shiver runs down Eusebius’s spine and his hand trembles, still tightly gripped around the 
gun. Once again, Guan Yu leans in closer. The gun sinks into Guan Yu’s chest as sweat trickles 


down Eusebius’s cheek. 


> 


“Carlos, you ready to jump?” 

“How long’re you gonna go on about that for?” 

For some reason, Eusebius and Carlos had come along with Guan Yu on his journey and 
their squabbling can be heard in the background. Yet, the dangerous tension is no longer 
evident in their back and forth. Guan Yu’s words were able to calm the two and quell the 
fighting, at least for now. 

“Cease this bickering. All you two must do is speak with that Liliana woman upon your 
return. All will be clear then.” 

Guan Yu closes his notebook and slips it back into its rightful spot as he gently narrows his 
eyes. “Yeah, you’re right.” The two respond, finally agreeing to stop their fighting. 

In truth, their stories never did match up. Eusebius claims that Liliana said that Carlos 
“got her drunk,” whereas Carlos insists that Liliana had been the one who'd invited him out 
because she “wanted to drink.” Without clarifying the exact details, their argument would 
never have gone anywhere. But, upon resting their eyes on the grand Iguazu Falls, none of 
that mattered anymore. 

“Tt really would make an outstanding photograph.” Guan Yu reaches into the breast of his 
robe and pulls out his phone. With smiles on their faces, Eusebius and Carlos step forward as 
Guan Yu passes his phone to a nearby Asian tourist. 

“If you’re gonna take a pic, we should grab a group photo!” Seeing Eusebius’s carefree grin 
puts a smile on Guan Yu’s own rugged features. 

“Very well. Come, let us take one together.” 

Guan Yu crosses his arms and stands tall, readying himself for the photo as if he is 
preparing for a martial arts bout. Seeing his reaction, the two men burst into wild laughter. 

“Seriously, you’re a good guy, Guan Yu.” 

“TI follow you on Instagram!” The two happily announced, but their voices were drowned 
out by the falls. 

When Guan Yu retrieves his phone from the tourist and quickly checks the photo. But to 
his surprise, the tourist had taken a video instead. She probably made a mistake adjusting the 
settings, seeing as she’s an elderly woman herself. 

In the center of the video is Guan Yu, and next to him on his left and right are Eusebius 
and Carlos. Behind them is the beautiful Iguazu Falls, with a rainbow in the backdrop. The 
whole video showed Eusebius and Carlos howling with laughter at Guan Yu’s pose while the 
waterfall runs loudly in the background. 

With a satisfied nod, Guan Yu logs into his account, “Guan Yu@s;0000KM” and uploads 
the video with the hashtags,#Argentina, #IguazuFalls, #Friends, and #The DevilsThroat. 


-END- 
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“Just lookin’ at his face pisses me off... thought I’d dump him down the damn waterfalls...’ 

As Eusebius spoke, Carlos cannot hold himself back any longer and raises his voice. 

“T’ve always liked Liliana! And she’s the one who approached me first! And I didn’t do 
anything! We just talked that night!” 

“Shut up, asshole! You can start by apologizin’!” 

Eusebius, driven by anger, raises his hand—but is stopped by Guan Yu. 

“Wait.” Guan Yu reaches out and grabs Eusebius’s arm hastily. 

“Let go, Guan Yu! This guy doesn’t deserve to be alive!” Eusebius pushes and pulls, 
desperately trying to wriggle his arm free, but nothing could loosen Guan Yu’s grip. Even 
hidden behind his long, traditional wear, Guan Yu’s arm is obviously muscular. 

After several seconds, Eusebius either gave up or didn’t have the energy to keep struggling, 
but his arm goes limp and Guan Yu releases his grip. 

“Think clearly, Eusebius. It would be impossible to drop a human down the busy waterfalls 
where tourists gather. Someone would most definitely see you. Furthermore, are you two not 
friends? How did you two become close in the first place? Try and remember.” 

“Well...” 


oe ” 
The two exchange a quick glance before looking away again. 
“If you care to call each other friends, then you must trust one another. That is what 


comradery and friendship means.” 


O 


The sound of water falling from incredible heights and splashing into the river below 
echoes through the air. The majestic Iguazu Falls appear to swallow up everything in their 
jaws, expelling it with a loud cry as the falling water pours downward. 

Guan Yu has finally made it to the famous Devil’s Throat, which reaches a maximum 
height of 270 feet. Here, he is treated to a view of the great falls cutting straight through the 
endless forest that surrounds them, the bright sunlight creating a rainbow where it hits the 
constant stream of falling water. 

“Hmm. It is indeed wondrous...I am reminded once again of how vast the world truly is.” 
Guan Yu pulls out a mini notebook and quickly scribbles away. The surrounding tourists 
watch with appreciation as this tall Asian man, clad in traditional Chinese wear passionately 


scratches away in his notebook. 
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